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NOTES 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except during the 
consideration of exempt or confidential items. If you have a query on the meeting 
arrangements or if you require a copy of this document in a different format (large print, 
braille, audio tape, electronic formats such as CD or in a different language) please contact 
the relevant officer as shown below.  
 
Call-In 
Most of the decisions taken by the Executive can be ‘called in’, in accordance with Council’s 
Constitution, within 5 working days of the decision notice being published. It is expected 
that the decision notice will be published on 30th November 2020. Subject to this 
publication, the deadline for calling in any decision is 5.00pm on 7th December 2020.  
 
Reporting  
Recording, filming and reporting of this meeting is allowed but must be done in accordance 
with the protocol which is clearly displayed in the room and all mobile devices must be 
switched to silent. 
 

 
Contacts:  Direct Dial: 01946 598328 
   E-mail:  clive.willoughby@copeland.gov.uk 

    Website: www.copeland.gov.uk 
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EXEC 25/11/20 
 
Report of Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

 
LEAD MEMBER: Cllr John Kane 
LEAD OFFICER: Sarah Pemberton – Director of Corporate Services 

and Commercial Strategy (M.O.) 
REPORT AUTHOR: James Young, Scrutiny Officer 
 
WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE? 
This report has the recommendations from the Special Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on 23rd November 2020. The special meeting of the 
Committee was to discuss Local Government Reorganisation. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
The Executive are recommended to: 
 
a) Note the support of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the 

outline proposal to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government that was submitted on 9th November 2020. 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Government has announced its intention to publish a White 

Paper on Devolution and Local Economic Recovery. This was 
originally planned for publication in October 2020, but latest 
government indications are that it is likely to be delayed until early 
2021.  The White Paper is expected to set out proposals for the 
reform of local government as part of proposals for devolving more 
powers to Unitary Authorities. 

 

1.2 Following a meeting with the Minister for State for Regional Growth 
and Local Government and local authority leaders in Cumbria, a 
request was made of the Government by Allerdale Borough Council, 
Copeland Borough Council and Carlisle City Council to initiate the 
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local government reorganisation process in Cumbria. The Council, 
alongside all Cumbrian Authorities, was invited to submit a proposal 
or make a proposal jointly with any of the five other district councils 
in Cumbria. 

 
1.4  The Council’s outline proposal was submitted to the Secretary of 

State on Monday 9th November 2020, with the full business case due 
by 9th December 2020. 

 
2.0 DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 The Chief Executive gave a presentation on the proposed Local 

Government Reform outlining the process, timeline and potential 
discussion points.   

 
2.2 Members asked a large number of wide ranging questions about the 

reforms prior to making recommendations to the Executive. 
 
2.3 The creation of a Cross Party Working Group was welcomed by 

members but concern was raised that the group had not been 
created earlier and then had more input in the process. 

 
2.4 Members were advised that a period of public consultation on the 

proposed changes had begun. The survey and further information is 
available on the Council’s website and the deadline for responses is 
2nd December.  

 
2.5 It was further confirmed to members that in February 2021, 

following the Secretary of State’s decision on proposals to take 
forward, a period of public consultation would take place. The 
Government will be seeking a “great deal of support” for the case for 
change. 

 
2.6 Several questions were asked about the maintenance of service 

levels and scope for improvement. The Chief Executive explained 
these reforms will give more access to powers and funding in key 
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areas such as Adult Education and service levels will be maintained 
and in some areas improved.  

 
2.7 Members asked about how ‘blue light services’ shall be incorporated 

into the new structure. It is proposed that the services will be placed 
under the new Unitary Authorities but would ideally sit within the 
pan Cumbrian combined authority. The Chief Executive highlighted 
both the back office and operational opportunities around “blue light 
integration”. 

 
2.8 The councillors asked what other proposals had been put forward by 

other authorities in Cumbria. The Chief Executive outlined the other 
options, including a single authority for the whole of Cumbria and 
Bay authority incorporating Barrow, South Lakeland and Lancaster 
City and a “unitary model with a north south split. Members from the 
south of Copeland stated that, although they access some services 
provided from the south of the county they are resolute in wanting 
to remain with the rest of Copeland. 

 
2.9  The role of a Combined Authority in relation to Unitary Authorities 

was clarified and questions were raised in relation to which services 
would remain with the proposed Unitary Authority . Councillors 
reiterated their desire to maintain the children’s services and that 
they should not be made worse of disrupted through this process 
given that they are on an important improvement journey. 

 
3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 Two recommendations were proposed and seconded by the 

Committee and were duly voted upon. 
 
3.2 Councillor Sam Meteer proposed the recommendation “The 

Committee therefore urge the Executive to abandon supporting the 
two Unitary Authorities model, and instead, show their support for a 
single Unitary Authority which will ensure the continued unity and 
cohesion of all our communities in Cumbria”.  
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3.3 Councillor Jeffrey Hailes proposed the recommendation “The 
Committee support the outline proposal of a two unitary model on 
an East/West footprint that keeps Copeland with Allerdale”. 

 
3.4 The committee voted in favour to support the recommendation 

proposed by Councillor Jeffrey Hailes.  
 
4.0 Statutory Officer Comments 
 
4.1 Legal comments: No legal issues arise from this report 
 
4.2 The Monitoring Officer’s comments: No issues arise from this report. 
 
4.3 The Section 151 Officer’s comments: No financial issues arise from 

this report. 
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